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HELEN BUSHROD 

LOOSE COVERS, 

CURTAINS, CUSHIONS, etc. 

Made to your requirements 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01749 860546 

 

THE ALHAMPTON INN  
 

ALHAMPTON,SHEPTON MALLET  

TEL:   01749 860747 

  
 

Open All Day 
 

Excellent home cooked food 
Mon-Sat 12.15 - 8.30 

 

 

Sunday Roast  12.15-2.30pm  

booking advisable  

  

  

Buffets quoted for on request  
  

 

Fish and chips takeaway 
available    

 
 

 

 

Travellers Rest 
Stone, East Pennard (on the A37) 

01749 860069 

 
OPEN ALL DAY  

from 12.00 noon 

 
Traditional pub food 

Tea / Coffee 

Sunday Roast 
Quiz Nights/Skittles/Pool/Darts  

B & B en-suite rooms 

 
 

www.travellersrest.org.uk  
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The Fosse Trinity News  is a community magazine owned by the Fosse Trinity Advisory 

Committee.  It is financed by advertising and donations.  It is delivered FREE to every 
household in Ditcheat, Alhampton, East Pennard and Pylle. 

We welcome any contribution from anyone in the community of any age!  
 

Send copy by 15 th  of each month  to editor@fossetrinitynews.co.uk 

or to The Editors, 1 Folly Drive, Ditcheat, BA4  6QH 
 

For enquiries about advertising in the magazine, please contact 
Marcus 01749 860067 or email  adverts@fossetrinitynews.co.uk 

Closing date 10th of each month 

 

Letter from the editors  
 

The sun is shining as I write, with just a minimal threat of 
rain, I guess we should be grateful for having the rare 
sight of some blue sky, our garden frogs are telling me 
that spring is here and it is most welcome too! For happy 
spring gardening advice you can find Jane on page 23, 
best you get started as there is lots to do.  
 

Saturday 1st March sees the grand opening of The Market 
House, Castle Cary See p8, a venue for meetings, 
exhibitions markets etc the organisers have recently 
written a note of thanks for the support and interest from 
our area, long may it continue.  
 

Also óon the menuôé British Legion Annual Dinner p43 an 
important fundraiser for our region so please do book 
early and support the event, the meal at  The Coffee Den 
was delicious last year.  If you feel you can spare the time 
there is a wild flower meadow maintenance project  in the 
church yard, Ditcheat p37  and the DPC annual litter pick 
P6. I would certainly take up at least one of these 
especially with Easter Chocolate and hot cross buns just 
around the corner!  
 

Donôt forget your donation for the magazine.  If you have 
mislaid your envelope, more can be collected from 
Rendezvous. 
 

Enjoy your Spring, albeit with wet wellie walks or dusting 
off the garden chairs!  
 

Jo Curtis  Gerry Lees  

www.fossetrinitynews.co.uk  
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Dates for your Diary  
 

 

 
 
 

 new entries are shaded   

Every Week    

Mon 

Pilates (9.00) 

Tai Chi & Qigong(10.30) 
Ditcheat Badminton Club (8.00) 

Diana 860224 

Mimi 08453038381 
James 860355 

Tue Art Group ï Fortnightly (10.00)  Liz & Stewart 860755 

Wed 
Ditcheat Badminton Club (2.00)  

Ditcheat Short Mat Bowls (7.00)  

James 860355 

Martin 860780 

Thu Keep Fit (9.15)  Diana 860224 

March  201 4  

Sat 1st 9.00 Market House Castle Cary ï Grand Opening  

Tue 4th Shrove Tuesday  

Wed 5th 12.00 Pylle LWP ï Coffee Den Joanna 838757 

Thu 6th 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252 

Sun 9th 6.00 
Travellers Rest ï Jamming Session  

(open mic) 
Ian 860069 

Tue 11th 10.00 Rendezvous ï Jubilee Hall Diana 860224 

Tue 11th 7.30 
Fosseway Gardening Club ï Pylle Village 

Hall.  ñSpring Colourò 
Barbara 860438 

Tue 11th 8.30 Travellers Rest ï Fun Quiz Ian 860069 

Wed 12th 8.00 Royal British Legion ï Charlieôs? Jon 850241 

Fri 14th 7.30 Folk Dancing ï Jubilee Hall Deirdre 860594 

Thu 20th 7.30 
Moviola presents ï Jubilee Hall 

ñPhilomenaò 
Sally 860457 

Fri 21st 7.00 RBL Annual Dinner ï Coffee Den Jon 850241 

Sat 22nd 9.00 Ditcheat Parish Annual Litter Pick Page 6 

Tue 25th 12.30 Ditcheat Village Lunch ï Jubilee Hall Jessica 860205 

Tue 25th 8.30 Travellers Rest ï Fun Quiz Ian 860069 

Sun 30th CLOCKS GO FORWARD 1 HOUR  

Sun 30th Mothering Sunday  

April  201 4  

Thu 3rd 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252 
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Dates f or your Diary  cont'd.  
 

 

 
 
 

Sat 5th 10.00 Pylle in old Pictures ï Village Hall Stephen 830538 

Sun 6th 10.00 Pylle in old Pictures ï Village Hall Stephen 830538 

Tue 8th 10.00 Rendezvous ï Jubilee Hall Diana 860224 

Tue 8th 7.30 
Fosseway Gardening Club ï Pylle Village 
Hall.  ñThe Creation of Midney Gardenò 

Barbara 860438 

Tue 8th 8.30 Travellers Rest ï Fun Quiz Ian 860069 

Fri 11th 7.30 Folk Dancing ï Jubilee Hall Deirdre 860594 

Sun 13th 3.00 Pylle Eggs-travaganza Joanna 838757 

Sun 18th EASTER DAY  

Tue 29th 12.30 Ditcheat Village Lunch ï Jubilee Hall Jessica 860205 

May  201 4  

Thu 1st 8.15 The Alhamptonians Louisa 860252 

Fri 9th 7.30 Folk Dancing ï Jubilee Hall Deirdre 860594 

Sat 10th 10.00 
Rendezvous and Fosseway Gardening Club 

Plant Sale ï Jubilee Hall 
Diana 860224 

Tue 27th 12.00 Ditcheat Village Lunch ï Jubilee Hall Jessica 860205 

June  201 4  

Tue 10th 10.00 Rendezvous ï Jubilee Hall Diana 860224 

Tue 10th 7.30 
Fosseway Gardening Club ï Visit to 

Midney Gardens 
Barbara 860438 

Sun 22nd 12.00 Fosse Trinity Benefice Fete ï Ditcheat John 860457 
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DITCHEAT PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL LITTER PICK 
 

WILL BE HELD ON  
SATURDAY 22nd MARCH 2014 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

IF YOU CAN HELP PLEASE MEET AT 9.00AM:- 
ü AT THE JUBILEE HALL CAR PARK FOR DITCHEAT 

AND WRAXALL 

ü AT THE ALHAMPTON INN CAR PARK FOR 
ALHAMPTON AND SUTTON. 

 

Rubbish bags will be provided. 
It is advisable to wear gloves.  
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Ditcheat  Parish Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPMENT LAND IN DITCHEAT VILLAGE NEEDED 

 

As part of the action plan relating to housing development, every 

house in Ditcheat village should by now have received a letter asking 

whether they have land suitable for a house or housing.     

 

We have taken this action because the only land so far put forward for 

development is the orchards on Wraxall Road, which many 

parishioners have said they would like to preserve.  We therefore need 

to find alternative land for the 21 houses Mendip District Council 

currently requires to be built in Ditcheat village over the next 14 years.  

Mendipõs own land survey will focus on larger land owners.   

 

We realise there is a chance other people in the Parish may own land 

within Ditcheat village.  If you do, and you wish to offer it for possible 

development, please contact us.  

 

Any land put forward will require the usual planning application to be 

completed.  We are simply seeking more information to forward to 

Mendip District Council. 

 

Ditcheat Parish Plan Steering Group 

 

Contact: 

Hilary Harrison 

01749 860615 

hilary@harrisonhall.co.uk 
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Flute and  
Music Theory Tuition  

 

 
Elizabeth Cobb 

Tel: 01749 345088 
Email: ejcobb@btinternet.com 

 

 

Why do I need a will?  
 

If you donôt have one, the 
government decides who  

gets your assets. 
 

¶ Free  initial consultation 
¶ Cost  agreed  at  outset 

¶ Excellent  sympathetic  service 

 
 

Judith Derbyshire Solicitor  
 

01458 850 146 
jd@purelyprobate.co.uk 

 

 
Probate Å Wills Å Powers  

of Attorney  

 

 

       Alison Bower 
 

       Pianist/Keyboard Player 

       Music tuition in the  
  comfort of your o wn home. 
       music for all occasions 

       Tel 01749  831250 
            07748  302533 
      Alisonpianist.co.uk 

 

The Batcombe Family Practice  
 

Kathrine Read  
Violette Aubry  
BSc(Hons)Ost  

Structural & Cranial Registered 
Osteopaths  

 

Osteopaths are traine d to recognise and  
treat many causes of pain and can help  
with a wide range of complaints  
including:  

 

¶ Back,Neck, joint or muscle Pain  

¶ Nerve pain or injury  

¶ Post accident or injury  

¶ Arthritic Pain  

¶ Head & Facial pain  

¶ Postural Problems  

¶ Sports Injuries  

¶ Pregnanc y & Birth related 
 issues  

¶ Treatment of children  
For more information or advice call:  

 (01749) 830439 
www.mendipfamilyosteopaths.co.uk  

 

Pet Portraits  
 

 
 

Commission a unique 
Pastel Portrait of your Pet  

 Painted from detailed Photographs 

Gift vouchers Avail able  

 
For further information please call  

Joanna Miln  01749 838757 
www.joannamiln.co.uk  

http://www.joannamiln.co.uk/
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BEAUTY AT THE PARLOUR  

 

Beauty Salon offering a wide range of  

t reatment in a peaceful and tranquil  

location with easy parking . 

Beauty Therapist with over 5 yearsô 
experience.  

 

¶ Waxing  

¶ Manicures/Pedicures  

¶ Tinting  

¶ Massage  

¶ Facials  

¶ Reflexology  

¶ Hopi Ear Candles  

 
Call for Appointments:  

01749 860964  

0792257697  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Produce sourced from 

Somerset Organic farms 

Pick your own produce 

From our extensive list 

Also available: Somerset 

Yoghurts, cheese & preserves 

www.hembridgeorganics.co.uk 

Tel 01749 860693 

 
 

Sally Davies RGN. Vodder I.T.E.C. I.H.B.C.  
Manual Lymph Drainage c.d.t.  

(Lymphoedema Treatment)  
Remedial Massage  

Aromatherapy  
Reflexology  

Gift Vouchers Available, Peaceful Location 
Easy Parking 

Tel. 01749 860356          Mob. 07767815981 
Email; mail@mld4me.com         http://www.mld4me.com/ 
 

Houses, Extensions, Garages & Roofs 
01749 860632 / 07990 581936 

info@williamlatta.co.uk 

www.williamlatta.co.uk  

 

http://www.hembridgeorganics.co.uk/


PYLLE NEWS 
 
Church Flowers and cleaning  
March  Joanna Miln 

April  Wendy Billing 
May  Pat Thorner and Maurene Milton 
 

If the church is locked please contact the church wardens Teresa 831419, 
Hilary 830538, Carolyn Fussell 830120, or Alan Cary 07896945936 to obtain a 
key. 

 
Ladies Working Party    - Joanna Miln 838757  

We held our AGM in February, and have had a couple of changes.  After 
many years as secretary Marie Hyman has resigned and we would like to 
thank her for years of hard work on our behalf. Lisa Coxon has agreed to step 

into her place and we hope that she will enjoy being secretary for many years 
to come. Wendy Billing remains as treasurer and Joanna Miln as Chairman.  
Our next meeting will be on  5 th  March in the Coffee Den at 12  noon.  

Raffle from Veronica please. 
 
Pylle Village Hall  Meeting Change of Date  

The hall committee meeting has been changed  from Monday 17th March to 
Monday 10 th  March at 7.30  meeting at The Malt House, The Old Threshing 
Mill for more information Stephen Tudsbury -Turner 830538 

To hire the hall:  
£7.50 per hour - £6.50 per hour for more than 4 regular bookings  
For more information and hall booking contact Joanna Miln 01749 838757 

 
Spring Update From Pylle Church  

Various improvements have taken place at the church over the last month or 
so despite the horrendous weather.  Our thanks go to Alan Cary for sorting 
out the drainage to the north of the building and thus, we hope, solving the 

problem of a flooded boiler that has caused endless difficulties over the 
winter.  Alan too has laid down a new wooden covering in the nave to make it 
possible for those wearing high heels to walk towards the chancel without 

getting stuck in the rather splendid grating.  Thanks also to Trish Burri dge of 
the Somerset Guild of Craftsmen for her magnificent restoration of the Guildôs 
banner, one of our most prized possessions.  The church also benefited from 

a most generous donation in memory of Mike Puddy, one of Pylleôs tireless 
workers for the well -being of the village.  We are immensely grateful to all 
who have so readily contributed to the church and to those who worship in it.  
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Exhibition of Local Crafts  
Made  in o ur villages  

                     
We need you  to produce the items for display  

             

On Sunday 22 nd  June 2014 at 12 Noon  
In Ditcheat Church during  Fosse Trinity Fete  

      
At next summerôs Fosse Trinity Benefice Fete we are putting on a 
display of crafts made in our villages.  This can be any form of art or 

craft, as long as it can be safely transported to and displayed in 
Ditcheat church.  Suggestions would include; pottery, glassware, 
knitting, needlework, art, willow work, metal work, lace , jewellery, 

woodwork, photography, sculpture - in fact anything that is made by 
hand locally and not perishable. The items will not be for sale, but 
please feel free to display a personal bio and business cards. There will 

be more details in the forthcomi ng Fosse Trinity Magazine about how 
to take part.  

 
       
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For further information please contact Joanna Miln 01749 838757  
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Potters_wheel_(PSF).png


Pylle in Pictures  
 

Saturday 5 th  & Sunday 6 th  April  
10am ï 4pm  

 

Pylle Village Hall BA4 6SZ  
 

 
 

To celebrate 50 years since the village hall opened we are going to hold a 
ñPylle in old pictures exhibitionò. This will take place over the weekend of 
5th-6th April.  We would like to display as many old  photos of Pylle, its 

residents and the surrounding area as possible so please could you look out 
any old photographs that you are willing to lend and contact Stephen 
Tudsbery-Turner 830538. The photographs will be scanned and reprinted as 

A4 images and returned to you as soon as possible. The exhibition is to raise 
funds for Pylle Village Hall 

 
Tea, Coffee and cakes 
Childrenôs Quiz Sheet  

Entrance £1 ï children free 
 

For more information: 01749 830538 
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Easter Egg Hunt and Tea  

 
Eggs-travaganza  Sunday 13 th  April   

We will once again be holding our really popular Family Easter -Egg Hunt  
and Tea on Sunday 13th April from  3-4 pm at Pylle Village Hall. This year 
we hope everybody will arrive to hunt for eggs together at 3pm , this will be 

followed by tea and p rize giving in the hall at 4pm, everybody that hunts for 
eggs will get a prize. We would be very grateful for any donated Raffle 
prizes, Easter Eggs and Cakes , and will require a team of helpers on the 

day. Held in aid of Pylle Village Hall.  For further information please contact 
Joanna Miln 838757 

 

 
 

Pylle Village Hall and In Pylle Field  
Sunday 13 th  April 2014  

Egg Hunt at 3pm - Prizes 4pm  
(Outside - so please bring wellies and raincoat if necessary) 

 

Teas, Raffle, Craft Table, & Other Games  
In Aid of Pylle Village Hall 

Help on the day, Raffle prizes, Cakes & Easter Eggs 

All gratefully received ï Joanna Miln 01749 838757  
 

    
 

Winging his way to America from Ireland, Father O'Leary asked a 

stewardess, "How high is this plane, Miss?" The stewardess replied, 
"About thirty -two thousand feet, Father." The Father's jaw dropped in 
amazement. "Who'd have believed it? And could ye tell me how wide it 

is?" 
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Higher Farm, 

Sutton, Nr Ditcheat, 

Shepton Mallet, Somerset 

BA4  6QF 

Opening hours 

Mon-Sat: 7.30am to 6.30pm 

 

For  

Tool Hire 

& 

Repairs. 

 
Tel 01749 860199: Mobile 07771632221 

How To Find Us 

Turn off the A371 Castle Cary to Shepton Mallet road, 

between Moff Motors and The Brook House Inn, and 

then take the first turning left to Sutton.  Follow this 

road until you see our signs on the right, and then turn 

right. 

Hope to see you soon! 
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W.J.TROTMAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
(incorporating Oswald Clarke Funeral Directors of Bruton) 

Ashdene, Cranmore, Shepton Mallet 
Somerset BA4 4QQ 

Telephone: 01749 880271 

 
A family run business for over four generations. 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 

N E MOTORS 

Engine tuning and Servicing 
Rolling Road Diagnosis Bay 

including EFI and ABS 
problems solved. 

For friendly local service 
telephone 01749 860123 
or call at our workshop 

in Harvester Yard, Ditcheat 

Longhill Farmhouse  
 

Bed & Breakfast 
(4 star en-suite rooms) 

 

Self Catering Cottage 
(5 star luxury accommodation) 

 

Situated on the outskirts of Ditcheat  
in tranquil countryside for a quiet and 

peaceful stay.  
 

All rooms en-suite with free Wi-fi internet access, 
TV/DVD, tea & coffee making facilities, 

hairdryer and luxuriously comfortable beds.  
Our brand new, five star cottage benefits from a 

large south-facing garden with BBQ   
 
 

Tel: 01749 860189 or 07880770887 
Email:info@longhillfarm.co.uk 

Website: www.longhillfarm.co.uk 

 

PAUL MAC !!  
EXPERIENCED DECORATORS 

CALL TODAY 

FREE QUOTES 
07715958460 

-ANY JOB CONSIDERED- 
-AFFORDABLE RATES- 

-INSIDE AND OUTSIDE- 

-NO JOB TOO BIG!!!!- 
-SOMERSET & WILTSHIRE- 



Alhampton news  
 
First and foremost congratulations to Jo and Mark Curtis for the safe arrival of 
Samuel ï another baby to bring down the average age of 

Alhampton!  Unfortunately Joôs plans for a quiet home birth didnôt materialise 
but babies do have minds of their own, even when still unborn, and the main 
thing is that all was well.  

 
The provisional date for the fete is Saturday 12 July so put it in your 
diary.  As always we would be very glad of anyone who would be willing to 

help on the day.  I always feel sorry for my friends as I am really bad at 
asking people I donôt know for help so it is my unfortunate friends who get 

lumbered.  For their sakes I really would appreciate any offers, whether large 
or small, so the load can be spread and nobody has too much to do.   Just let 
me know if you think you might be interested and then we can allocate areas 

and forget all about it for a while!   As usual in recent years, the proceeds will 
go towards the Air Ambulance .   
 

One mystery which we have not solved was that of the disappearing tent 
poles.  We have a large party tent which the corner shares and we use for 
the fete amongst other things.   However, last year when we came to put it up 

there were about five poles missing.  Luckily the weather was kind so we did 
without but we canôt rely on a repeat of a fine day.  If you perhaps borrowed 
it and have since come across some poles and wonder where they came from 

or have any ideas on how we might replace them we would be delighted to 
hear from you 01749 860252 or l.oborne@virgin.net . 
 

Do you like a game of darts but perhaps donôt have the time to commit to a 
regular team?  The Alhampton Inn runs an open board on Wednesday 

evenings ï they usually start around 6.30 but you are welcome to turn up at 
any point and join in.   Donôt feel that you have to be a good player ï on the 
occasions I have played there they have been more than welcoming ï and my 

darts improved. 
 
On checking the calendar I see that Mothering Sunday is the 30 th March so 

should be included in this monthôs issue.  You get a very good Sunday lunch 
at the pub which I am sure many a mother would appreciate.   Donôt forget 
booking is a good idea. 

 
At a recent discussion in the pub someone mooted the idea of an óexample of 
silliness of the monthô trophy but we decided that we would all be far too 

likely to win it!  
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Alhamptonians meet as usual on the first Thursday of the month ï April 3rd ï 

someone is always there from about 8.15 but come when it suits you.  
 
 

 
 

The arrival of Samuel Thomas Curtis, 23 rd  January 2014  

 
It is with great delight that we announce the birth of our son, Samuel, 

weighing 8lb 4oz 

We would like to thank  all of you for your kind messages, cards and 
presents, we have been over whelmed with support and feel very blessed, 

thank you all.  

Mark, Jo, Holly & Emily 
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The Natural World  
 

I have just checked what I  wrote about in March 
last year ï and it was floods. Itôs worse this year, 

obviously and many people have suffered far 
more than they should have to. The wildlife 
situation doesnôt bear thinking about. Nothing 

that lives, or hibernates, underground stands a 
chance in those floods. Many species that rely on 
there being some water will also suffer. 

Kingfishers, voles, mining bees, beetles, 
earthworms: all will perish in these conditions.  

 
For a total change of subject, you are probably 

wondering what on earth that is a photograph of. No! I havenôt been seeing 

fairies at the bottom  of my garden, but it does look like the faint outline of 
one. I heard a thud and went outside to see what had happened, only to find 
this impression on our window. The sparrowhawk has shown a lot of 

attention to our feeders recently and can be seen flying  through on most 
days. It would appear that a sparrow (Iôm guessing) was trying to avoid the 
hawk and in its panic, flew into the window. The impression on the glass is 

made by the dust and discarded flakes of feather shaft still lodged in the 
birdôs feathers. The sudden impact releases the dust. If you search for óbird 
dust windowô in Google images, you will come up with some very interesting 

ones. I can only imagine that this bird got away with it, but not all do.  
 
Sparrowhawks themselves are renowned for flying into larger windows and 

killing themselves. They will fly at breakneck speed in pursuit of their prey 
and sometimes end up doing just that. Too consumed by their task, they fail 

to see the window as a solid object. I once heard a loud crash of som ething 
hitting a hedge I was standing near. Looking over I saw a cloud of feathers 
and a blackbird fled the scene making the noise of somebody sharpening 

scissors (alarm call), but it was closely followed by a sparrowhawk looking 
slightly the worse for wea r, having been the one that crashed into the hedge.  
 

Birds do some crazy things and we have had a problem with bird droppings 
on the front doors of cars. It took a while to discover what was causing it, but 
a male chaffinch had taken a disliking to the ref lection in the mirrors mounted 

on the doors and had apparently taken it to be a rival. There were peck 
marks on the mirror glass and it took some time for it to learn the lesson.  
 

On a slightly different tack, a finding was recently published claiming that  the 
brains of domesticated animals are 25% smaller than their wild counterparts.  
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Donôt try domesticating chaffinches. They canôt afford to have brains any 

smaller than they already are.  
 
Just as the frogs, toads and, a little later on, the newts la y their spawn, you 

may be surprised to see that there are still some very large  tadpoles in your 
pond. Itôs not a mirage. This really can and does happen. Frog tadpoles can 
arrest their development. If they consider that itôs not the right time to 

develop fully, they will put it all on hold until the following season. Again, I 
donôt think they are showing much intelligence here. This year isnôt shaping 
up to be as good as 2013. I can find no evidence that toads do the same.  

 
Newts are a completely different matter 
altogether: they may be amphibians like frogs 

and toads, but there the resemblance ends. 
Their tadpoles arenôt even really tadpoles. In 

fact the young should really be called 
newtlets, as they are miniatures of their 
parents from the outset. The  only real 

difference is that the really young ones have 
external gills, but, otherwise, they are simply 
very small newts.  The second stage of life 

sees the adolescents leave the water without 
gills.  We have three species in the UK: 
smooth or common newts, like the one in the 

picture; palmate newts are less common and seem to favour more acid soil 
areas, but the big bruiser of the tribe, the great crested newt, can be found in 
our area and, indeed, we have them in our garden. Compared with the other 

two, these are giants, reaching lengths of 150mm (6 inches). They are 
completely different in colouring, being more of a deep grey/red/brown  
colour, just like the plasticene which got played with too much ended up 

when you were young.   
 

Newts are members of the salamander family and have some amazing 
capabilities. Unlike all other vertebrates, newts can regen erate limbs, eyes, 
spinal cords, hearts, intestines, and upper and lower jaws, should one be lost 

or damaged, and research is currently under way to see if this can be used to 
the advantage of humans.  By that token, the world should be overrun with 
newts, as they seem incapable of dying. 

 
There may be an awful lot of dumb animal species in the world, but newts 
have to be some of the canniest, even if they  are not entirely aware of the 

fact. 
 

Stewart Gould      email ftnnature@aol.com 
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Yenstone Walling and Paving  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Free quotations  
Professional and friendly service  

Certified Dry Stone Waller  

DSWA member  
CIS / CSCS registered  

Dry Stone Walling and Paving  

All types of stone walling  
Small and large jobs undertaken  

Landscaping / groundworks and  

 site clearance undertaken  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 01963 371123  

 07791588141  
patrickhouchen@btinternet.com  

www.yenstonewalling.co.uk  

 

mailto:patrickhouchen@btinternet.com
http://www.yenstonewalling.co.uk/


Gardening P age  
 
I do hope by the time you read this the weather is warming up and we have 
been enjoying all the lovely spring bulbs and found time to get outside to 

tackle pruning, planting, taking cuttings, mulching and harvesting.  February 
was so dire - weather wise.  I am not sure if I prefer wet to white?  Either 
way, I am always glad when the month is over and we can look forward to 

lighter mornings and evenings and even, dare I say it, some sunshine.  
 
The winter has been mild thus far and, surprisingly, remnant s of hanging 

baskets were still thriving in mid -February.  This prompted me to have a 
really good look around my new space.  Sadly it has nothing interesting in the 

way of foliage or colour at this time of year.  This will have to be rectified as I 
do love to be able to wander around my garden at any time of year and find 
a vase full of something for the house.  

 
I have been trawling the internet for unusual seeds and some of my 
favourites, such as Gladiolus callianthus, Allium Mount Everest, Euphorbia 

óDiamond Frostô and of course my trade mark black and white tulips.  Even 
though I have decided to wait and see what comes up I know I wonôt be able 
to resist collating my favourites ready to plant out later in the season.  

 
March is a great time for making a he ad start on weed control and I know I 
repeat it every year but get that hoe out.  If you get on top of them now and 

put down a mulch it will make for a lower maintenance summer.  My garden 
is going to need more than a hoe and as mentioned last month I have  huge 
clumps of perennials that really need digging up and splitting.  Most 

perennials will have new shoots emerging from the base of the plant.  
Carefully dig it up and split using a knife or a spade.  Replant the new plants 

either in the garden or in a p ot, trying not to let them dry out too much.  
 
Look out for Hellebore seedlings.  They cross pollinate with other varieties 

and self-seed.  The leaves are easy to recognise as they are a miniature of 
the parent plant.  Dig up the seedlings and pot up.  You never know you 
might discover a new variety.  

 
Take some time out now and cut back coloured stems on plants such as 
dogwoods.  Cut each steam to an outward-facing bud within 5cms of old 

wood.  I keep the stems to use as supports for perennials.   
 
There are some really unusual summer flowering bulbs such as Gladiolus 

callianthus as mentioned above.  This is a truly amazing plant and last year 
the ones at The Barn were actually still flowering in December.  They are a 
very delicate white with a purple trumpet .  Its finest quality has to be the  
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most beautiful scent.  I also love Alliums and in particular óMount Everestô 

which is lime/white and óAmbassadorô which is almost the size of a human 
head and deep, deep purple in colour.  Camassias, although short lived, are a 
definite bonus for shady borders. 

 
Roses can be pruned ï some of mine are enormous so I shall be fairly brutal 
this first year.  I am really excited to find out what colours/varieties I might 

have.  Luckily, one or two still have name tags but the rest remain a mystery.  
I havenôt had time to sow sweet peas so I shall plant them outside where I 
want them to flower.  

 
Potatoes that have been chitting during January and February can be planted 
out towards the end of the month.  If the weather is pa rticularly cold I would 

wait until April.  Protect any seedlings with fleece.  As usual, there are too 
many vegetables to mention individually here but once you have planned 

what you want to sow it is always a good idea to put together a diary of what 
was sown and on what date and where you are growing it in the garden.  
This helps to remember yields and to monitor crop rotation.  I have designed 

my back garden to have three raised beds measuring 1 x 2.5m.  I think this 
will produce far more than I need but  it will keep me happy.  I have ordered 
the Samphire seeds (mentioned last month) and will keep you posted as to 

how it works.  
 
Lawns will start growing soon and it is good to take a look at it in March.  Get 

an old knife and remove any big weeds, such as Dandelions.  I know it is hard 
work but a spring -line rake is the best way of removing moss and thatch.  Do 
this before the first mow, which should have the blades at their highest level 

for the first cut.  If you have any gaps you could use turf during M arch but I 
would recommend waiting until April before sowing seed.   
 

There isnôt enough space to cover fruit but forced rhubarb can be harvested.  
Prune raspberries and cover early strawberries to encourage earlier flowering 

and fruiting.  
 
Happy gardening. 

 
    

 

 
A teenager was always asking his father if he could borrow the family 
car. Pushed to the limit, the father asked his son why he thought that 

God had given him two feet. Without hesitation, the son replied, 
"That's easy, one for the clutch and one  for the accelerator."  
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VILLAGE  LUNCH  

 
The Village Lunch is held on the last Tuesday of the month  

in the Jubilee Hall at 12.30pm. 

 

Menu  for  25th  March 
 

Roast Beef 
 

Goats Cheese & Spinach Gougere 
~~~~~  

Selection  of  Puddings  
~~~~~  

Tea  or  Coffee. 
£4.00 per person. 

If you would like to come let either Jessica Leach (860205) or Vee Lees 
(860542) know by the previous Wednesday, (19th).  

There will be a raffle as usual - any prizes will be welcome. 
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Folk  Dancing 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ditcheat Folk Dance Club 
 

 
 

 
 

in the ubilee Hall 

Caller PeterBolton

with Rough Round the Edges
 

 

Entrance £  

includes light refreshments 
 

For more details contact 

Deirdre or

Ama 
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Thomas Kenrick 

Re- pointing 

 
Re-Pointing Specialist.  Building Conservation.  Stone Masonry. 

A l h a m p t o n  8 6 0 9 2 9 M o b  0 7 7 4 6 2 1 8 0 6 2 

www.Repointing Somerset.co.uk   
 

Mike Doyle 

Home Maintenance 
 

All types of property maintenance 

undertaken including: 
 

· Painting and Decorating 

· Kitchen and Bathroom 

Tiling  

· Wood/Laminate Floor 

Laying 

· Wooden Decking 

· Fencing 

· Patio Laying 

· Insurance Quotes/Work 

Undertaken 
 

01749 860356  07876421255 
e-mail:mad-doyle@hotmail.co.uk 

Hayley Spencer MAAT 
 

Accounts Book Keeping 
Tax  Self-Assessment 

Management Accounts          VAT 
 

www.hs-accounts.co.uk 
e-mail: info@hs-accounts.co.uk 

Tel: 01749 860857 
 

http://www.hs-accounts.co.uk/
mailto:info@hs-accounts.co.uk


 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR MARCH  

Sunday 2
nd

  Sunday before Lent 

9.30 a.m. Parish Communion at Ditcheat ï  

Revd. Canon Graham Hendy  
 11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer at East Pennard ï Mrs Jean Halford 

 

Wednesday 5
th

 Ash Wednesday 

7.30pm  Parish Communion  and Imposition of Ashes at  

Alhampton                              Revd. Canon Graham Hendy 

 

Sunday 9
th

  1
st
 Sunday of Lent 

11.00 a.m. Parish Communion at Pylle  - Revd. Stuart Munns 

 

Tuesday 11
th

  

10.00 a.m. Midweek Communion at Ditcheat  -  

Revd. Trevor Cranshaw 

 

Sunday 16
th

  2
nd

 Sunday of Lent 

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion 1662 at Ditcheat ï  

Revd. Trevor Cranshaw 

 11.00 a.m. Parish Communion at East Pennard ï  

Revd, Canon Frank Fisher 

 

Sunday 23
rd

   3
rd

 Sunday of Lent 

9.30 a.m. Parish Communion at Alhampton, -  

Revd. Canon Graham Hendy 

 

CLOCKS GO FORWARD  

Sunday 30
th
 4

th
 Sunday of Lent ï Mothering Sunday 

9.30am  United Benefice Communion  at Alhampton,  -  

Revd. Canon Graham Hendy  

6.30pm Evening Prayer at Pylle 

 

 

SERVICES FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN APRIL  

 

Sunday 6th Passion Sunday 5
th

 Sunday of Lent 

9.30 a.m. Parish Communion at Ditcheat ï  

Revd. Canon Graham Hendy 

11.00 a.m. Morning Prayer at East Pennard ï Mrs Jean Halford 
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BAD WEATHER ï A REMINDER  

 

If the person due to lead the service is unable to get to the Church, a 

churchwarden or other worshipper will lead a short service. 

 

If you think the service might not be held because of bad conditions, please 

phone the following to check: 

 

Ditcheat Anthony Sutcliffe  860541  Eleanor Yeoman   860337 

Alhampton John Severne  860362   Jo Curtis 860898 

East Pennard Jean Heal  860452   Susie Dearden  860266  

Pylle  Teresa Rossiter  831419  Hilary Tudsbury-Turner  

830538 

 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

 

FUNERALS 

 

We remember those who have died and pray for all the bereaved. 

 

 

10
th
 February Pamela Conway Jenkins aged 93 service at St Mary 

Magdalene, Ditcheat and interment of ashes. 
 

 

 

ALTAR KNEELER 
Some of you will have seen the new altar kneeler which is now in place 

in the church; those of you who have not please go and visit the church.  

The kneeler has been produced as a commemoration of the Queenôs 

Diamond Jubilee and also to protect our knees! 

 

A big ñThank Youò to everyone who contributed towards this kneeler 

Baptisms, Weddings, and the Christmas Tree Festival of 2012 without 

all your donations it would not have happened.  A truly lovely gift to 

the church that will be there for a long time ï thank you. 
 
 
 

31 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

32 

 

JeremyDodd 

GardeningServices 
 

Public Liability  Insurance 

Chainsaw Certificated 

Garden Maintenance 

Tree Care 

Hedge Cutting  

Patios   jet washed 

01749 860693 

Established 2000 

 

 

BARTLETT, GOODING 

& WEELAN  

 
Old Bank House,  

High Street, 

Castle Cary 

 
Tel. (01963) 350888 

 
All kinds of legal advice 

and assistance available, 

both efficiently and 

economically. 

 



 

Obituary for William Arthur George Bryant  

12.10.32 ï 05.01.14  

 

Bill was born in 1932 at The Travellersô Rest and he and his two sisters lived a 

typical country life of the times. He attended East Pennard and Ansford 

Schools where the Gardening Club and the family garden that produced all 

the vegetables needed, helped to develop his life-long interest and expertise 

in gardening.   

 

His whole working life was around East Pennard, whether at Hembridge or 

Bagborough and he did contract work for Norris Yeoman ï no doubt people 

remember seeing him at work using a variety of skills including hedge -cutting, 

harvesting and hay-making as well as caring for pigs and chicken.  

 

Bill and Nancy had known one another from schooldays and after a long 

friendship they were married in East Pennard Church in 1979. Bill wasnôt a 

great one for going out and about but he did enjoy trips to local seaside 

towns: Lyme Regis, Bournemouth and especially Weymouth with caravan 

holidays at Bowleaze Cove. Simple fun with the family was what was 

important to him whether on holiday or Sunday evening visits to The Green 

Tree Pub at Ditcheat. He liked ordinary, country things.  

 

Bill and Nancyôs move to Pullen Court in Shepton was a big change for him. 

They were both becoming less fit although Bill continued with his gardening 

as long as he was able. He was particularly grateful for the help and support 

of friends and his family, followin g the death of Nancy whom he out -lived by 

only four months. 

 

The family would like to thank everyone who has sent messages of sympathy 

and donations in Billôs memory for East Pennard Church Restoration Fund or 

the Park Medical Practice. 

 

Billôs funeral service was held at All Saints Church East Pennard on 21st 

January followed by interment in the Churchyard.      
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